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I would like to thank all the members for all the ir  hard w ork. Our staff officers have done a 

great job and are always busy and on top of everything , which makes my job easier, thank you.  

 

As we start to enter the last part of the year , you must get all your qualifications completed.  

Remember , the weather does not always work in our favor this time of year.  

 

The Change of Watch Dinner will be December 13, 2009 at 3:00 PM. We will hold it at Heritage 

Pines Country Club. The Change of Watch (COW) is where the newly elected officers and staff 

officers are sworn in  for the next year. Plan to attend this event, Tropical Blue or proper 

Civilian attire is the dress for the day.  

 

Elections will be November 19 th at the general meeting, if you are interested in running for FC or FVC please submit your 

letter of intention  to Bruce McAllister. We have a couple of staff positions that will be open this year, if you  are interested 

in becoming a staff officer please see the staff officer who holds that position now.  

 

Our members have been working very hard on taking member tr aining classes we have completed a crew class, coxswain, 

aux patrol and aux com class. Reminder if you are interested in taking the crew class you need the BS&S class, ICS 100 

&700 before you sign up.  

 

I would like to thank all of you for your hard work an d time.  

 

Paul Pelletier,  FC 

 

 

 

I don't partake in any operational activities with the flotilla, but I have both motored and 

sailed with many members.   About 50% of them put a PFD on when they climb onto my boat. 

Now, if you pay attention to the newspaper  articles and the Coast Guard status reports, you 

will notice that just about e verybody wearing a PFD survives , and those that do not, die. In 

the commercial maritime world in the U.S., you are required to wear a PFD anytime you are 

near the water.   And t his is not a bad idea for any recreational boater.   The popularity of 

inflatable life vests, because of their comfort, does away with anybody's excuse not to wear 

one. You can buy an automatically inflated life vest from $99 to $300, for inshore fishing al l 

the way to ocean sailing.   I would want everyone to note that the most comfortable inflatable 

PFD's are the belt pack type. It must be placed over your head while you are floating in the water after it inflates. It is 

recommended that no matter which typ e of PFD you wear - belt pack, inflatable, or float jacket - try them out in your pool 

before ever going offshore with them.  

  

Nautical Trivia...    

 

Lopsided (unbalanced) In his 1789 universal dictionary of the marine, William Falconer defined lopsided as  the state of a 

ship which is built in such a way as to have one side heavier than the other; and by consequence, to retain a constant heel 

or list.  

  

Fair Winds and Calm Seas  

 

   Dan McCann, VFC  

  

FROM THE BRIDGE                              Flotilla Commander   

 

Dan McCann, VFC                             Flotilla  Vice  Commander   
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Craig Elliot, FSO -OP                                                           Operations  
        

 

We have had a busy month.  We just completed a crew class, with crew members John Fahey, Jack Cullin, Buddy Marchasin, 

Jeff Hoff, and Mike Fitzgerald. Congratulations to each of you. Also, special congratulations to Dom Fickeria, who received 

initial certification as coxswain. Art Lucier, Chuck Bernhardt, and Roger Davidson recertified as crew. Most annual re -

certifications are complete, and just a handful of members need to compl ete annual currency hours, so we are in pretty 

good shape. All this , while maintaining a full safety patrol schedule.  

 

In late August we had a SAR (search and rescue) mission, when on a normal safety patrol  òWeõre Outa Here,ó with Paul 

Pelletier as coxsw ain, John Hughesõ and Jose Marty as crew, plus crew trainee Jack Cullin, recovered and towed to the ramp 

a vessel drifting in the Hernando Beach channel with a disoriented operator. The boat was successfully towed to the ramp 

and EMT personnel were called to evaluate/assist the operator.  

 

Craig Elliot , FSO- OP  

 

Dan McCann, FSO -IS                                    Information Services  
        

 

To all of you new members (and some of you old  guys) who have any questions with  regard to filling out your paperwork, 

please contact me via phone, email, or in person.   I will do all I can to help you straighten it out.  

 

FSO-IS stands for Flotilla Staff Officer - Information Services.   I keep track of all the volunteer hours that are completed 

within our flotilla, enter them on a spread sheet, and a government database called AuxData. By doing this, the national 

offic e knows when you have qualified for an advanced job, ribbon or accommodation. If any of you feel that you would like 

to get into this volunteer work within the flotilla, I am looking for an assistant - replacement.   Some computer knowledge is 

a pre -requisi te.   But if I can do it, anyone can.    

  

 Fair winds & calm seas  

 

Dan McCann, FSO - IS  

Cathy McAllister, FSO -PE                         Public Education   
       

 

The Basic Skills and Seamanship (BS&S) continues with 20 participants.  We qualified two instructors last month and an 

additional two during September.  Welcome Donna and Frank Letvinchik to our Flotilla 15 -8 instru ctor team.  We have a full 

line up for October with Hernando Beach Coastal Navigation on October 3rd, Suddenly in Command on the 8th, Radio -

Digital Selective Calling on the 10th, and Navigating with Global Positioning System on October 17th.  We will end o ur 

public education classes with How to Read a Nautical Chart on November 7thand About Boating Safely on November 10 -11 -

12th.   We will also be speaking and manning a table at the Brooksville Regional Womenõs Advisory Council on Health, 

Education & Resourc es which will be held on Saturday, November 14th from 9:00 -1:00 pm.  It takes a great team to serve 

the number of participants, courses, and activities that we do in our flotilla, thank you to all involved in this area.  

 

  Ca thy McAllister, FSO - PE 

Donna Hamblet  - Academy Admissions Partner  
        

  

The Academy needs our support .  Please let your congressmen  and women  know that the academy provides a quality 

education for qualified cadets.   It should not be about anything but the high standards of the training off ered to those 

capable and quali f ied to complete a f our -year intensi ve program that ensures our homeland security.    

  

I have one Florida  native student entering his second year and two students making application for the next grad uating 

class.  One student i s from  Florida the other student  is from Michigan.  I am looking forward to my growing respo nsibilit ies 

to this volunteer position I took on two years ago.   
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John Hughes, FSO -MT                           Member Training  
        

Below are the remaining classes that have begun since the last Tripod Times was issued or are scheduled  at this time for 

the remainder of 2009.  

   

1. Auxiliary Weather Course  - Instructor Craig Elliot FSO -OP's - classes bega n 29  SEP and will run through 24  NOV. 

  

2. Auxiliary Communications Course - Instructor George Grimes, FSO -CM.  Course will begin on 29  OCT and run for 4 

weeks, all classes begin at 1845 hrs, at the Flotilla Building.   Signup sheet is posted at the Flotilla B uilding for all that are 

interested.   (This course is a prerequisite in our Flotilla for Radio Watch -Stander candidates).  

  

3. First Aid & A.E.D. -C.P.R. Course  - date TBD - we have 10 people signed up at this time but I cannot  schedule with the 

State Cert ified Instructor until we have 15 people.   Sign-up sheet is in the Flotilla Building, cost to attend and receive 

certifications is $30 per person - payable in advance of the class.  

  

4. Diversity Class  - Instructor Cathy McAllister, FSO -PE.  Course is sche duled for 18NOV at 1900 hrs at the Flotilla 

Building.   THIS COURSE IS A REQUIRED COURSE FOR ALL MEMBERS - SO IF Y0U ARE A NEW MEMBER AND NOT AS YET 

ATTENDED A "DIVERSITY COURSE" - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW TO ATTEND. 

  

For New Members:   FSO = Flotilla Staff Officer - OP's = Operations; CM = Communications; PE = Public Education.   So, FSO-

OP's above means that Craig Elliot is the Flotilla Staff Officer - Operations and so on.   The above courses are known as AUX 

WEA, AUX COM. There are many acronyms utili zed by the USCG and USCG Auxiliary - so please when you encounter a term 

you do not understand - ask for an explanation.   You will be surprised how  you will come to know the acronyms over 

time  without hesitation.     

 

 John Hughes, FSO - MT  

Bruce McAllister, FSO -PS                             Personnel Services  
        

 

This month we began processing our 68th new member for this year which brings our Auxiliary up to 194 members if all 

become members!  We are encouraging new members to become involved in the auxiliary and we are glad to report that 3 

of the 5 new crew members were new members.  We also have  12 new members in our current Basic Skills and Seamanship 

course.  Thank you to the many people who have assisted the new members and helped them to get involved.  We are not 

only the largest in the country, but I believe due to our members, the strongest  fraternal flotilla in the US.  

Bruce M cAllister, FS O- PS  

Jackie Farmer, FSO -PV, VE                Program Visitor and Vessel Examiner  
        

 

Please submit your forms  

  

Vessel Exams :  5 

Program Visitation :  4 

 

The computer input is slow. I need you to get your numbers in soon as possible so you do not go out of date for the year 

(REYR). 

 

Call me and I will help you update your forms . 

Jackie Farmer, FSO - PV, VE   
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George Grimes  FSO-CM                       Communications  
        

 

From the Radio Ro omé.. 

 

To date, the RWS group has stood a total of over 300 watch hours. Way to go!  

 

Currently, only 14 of 24 Watchstanders have completed the 8 hours necessary to remain certified.  We need much more 

participation from the remaining RWSs. The end is ne ar.  

 

We have scheduled a second AUXCOM class beginning Thursday, October 29
th

 at 18:45 hours. It will run for 4 weeks. We 

have 8 students so far. Please contact me to get the course materials in advance so we can hit the road running on 10/29.  

 

We now hav e 6 members who have completed the ATQS for TCO with several more in progress. Congratulations to all who 

completed the ATQS.  

 

The Flotilla currently has 8 fixed and 6 mobile radio facilities. New facilities include Paul Pelletierõs new mobile rig, and my 

new mobile station. Anyone interested in setting up a home or mobile radio station, please see me for advice on how to 

proceed. We would love to have several more of each.  

 

As you probably know, the project to replace all our radio gear has been approved a nd I hope to have everything installed 

and working by late Fall. See me for details/questions.  

 

73  

George Grimes , FSO- CM  

 

Photos                       

    

F lotilla 15 -08 General Meeting:  September 9, 2009   
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F lotilla 15 -08 night at the Show Palace  
 

 

         

 

 

         

 

 

          


